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Stanislaus County Academic Pentathlon

Fact Sheet

How does a school participate?

A school may enter up to two teams for each grade level.  A team consists of nine students.  The team includes three (3) students from each of the following grade point average (GPA) categories:


Category
GPA


Honor

3.75 – 4.00
Contestants may compete in a higher category than their own GPA, 

Scholastic
3.00 – 3.74
but NOT in a lower category (i.e., Scholastic student may compete 
Varsity

1.00 – 2.99
in Honor category, but NOT in Varsity).

All nine (9) regular team members are eligible for individual awards in the six subject areas.  Only the top two (2) cumulative scores in each category will count toward the team total.  This format allows a team to compete effectively even if a team member drops out before the competition.

Alternate team members participate in all tests except speech and super Quiz.  Alternates receive separate individual awards from regular team members regardless of GPA category.  GPA computation is not needed for alternates at this time.  There is no limit on the number of alternate team members.    

What grades are included in determining GPA category?

For the 7th grade event, final semester, trimester or grading period of the 6th grade and first quarter or grading period of the 7th grade.  For the 8th grade event, final semester, trimester or grading period of the 7th grade and first quarter or grading period of the 8th grade.

All grades will be assessed on equal value.  Grades for religion, health, band, music, art, computer/word processing, and physical education will not be counted in GPA.  Accelerated and remedial classes count the same as regular classes.  Pluses and minuses are NOT counted.  A = 4, B = 3, C = 2, D = 1, and F = 0.  Electives: only academic electives (reading, spelling, journalism, foreign language, etc) will be counted in calculating the GPA.  For any GPA questions, contact the Student Events Coordinator.

Is there a participation fee?

A participation fee of $300 per team, includes regular team of nine students and an unlimited number of alternate student participants.  The Education Foundation of Stanislaus County will donate $150 of the registration making the final cost per team (up to 9 students) $150.  It is the responsibility of teams to purchase literature books. 

What is the registration procedure?

A school must complete an online school registration form and return it by due date indicated.  All paperwork is available online at the following website: www.scoestudentevents.org.  
At the Student Events Program website click on Pentathlon on the Program Calendar for important event information and forms.  Completed event paperwork, including GPA verification (regular team members only), for all team members are available online and are due as indicated.

What awards are given for each grade level? 
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Team Medals & Plaques: 1st – 3rd place overall teams, 1st – 3rd place super quiz teams.  Individual Medals by GPA Category: 1st place overall individual and per team, 1st – 3rd place in each subject area.  Alternate Awards: 1st & 2nd place in each subject area.  The winning essay overall (both regular and alternate team members) receives a plaque.
