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STANISLAUS COUNTY ACADEMIC PENTATHLON

ESSAY TEST

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS

Before You Write:

· Select one of the prompts from the ones listed on the Essay Test Instructions and Prompts to be distributed when timing begins.
· Each prompt contains a generalization, universal truth, or prompt which reflects the literature and Super Quiz topic.
· Use the back of one of the cover sheets stapled to your essay paper to outline your ideas.  Use the white, lined paper to write your essay.  Only the two-page white, lined paper will be scored.
Mechanics of Your Paper:

You have thirty (30) minutes to select a prompt, pre-write, write, and proofread your essay, so plan your time!
· Write in pencil or erasable pen only and use legible penmanship.  An essay that is illegible will receive a score of zero (0) points.  
· Write a carefully organized essay of no more than two (2) pages in length.  You may only use one side of the lined pages.  You MUST skip lines (double space).
· Follow accepted rules of Standard English sentence structure, usage, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.
· Include adequate transitions between ideas.
· Write a final, concluding paragraph.
· Allow time to proofread and correct your essay.
The Essay:

· Write the prompt number on your paper (at the top).
· Support your position with specific details, facts, or examples drawn from your reading or from your own experience.
Remember, choose only one (1) essay prompt.  

DO NOT begin writing until the Test Proctor gives the signal to begin and discontinue writing when the Proctor indicates that time is up. 
