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Stanislaus County Academic Decathlon

Essay Test Instructions and Prompts

Instructions to Students:

Your coach has been instructed to not answer ANY questions or offer ANY information about the prompts.  Do not discuss the prompts with anyone.

Below are three (3) essay prompts based on the literature and Super Quiz materials you read and studied for this year’s Academic Decathlon.  
Carefully read each essay prompt, and then do the following:

· select only one (1) prompt on which to write your essay

· write the number of the essay prompt you select in the “Essay Prompt Number” section and your 4-digit AcaDec student ID number in the “Enter Your Student ID Number” section on the essay cover sheet (yellow) and the second sheet (pink).  Other than those two sections, do not write on the essay test cover sheets.  Do not separate the cover sheets from the lined paper.
· put your ID number and prompt number at the top right corner of EVERY page of your essay on the lined paper attached to the essay test cover sheet.  
· number your pages and skip lines when writing your essay
· avoid messy cross-outs by using correction fluid or an erasable ink pen 
· Write or print LEGIBLY!  Illegible essays will be given a score of zero (0).

· when your coach indicates that your time is up, return your essay packet to your coach 
You have fifty (50) minutes to pre-write, write and proofread your essay, so plan your time!  Be sure to state your position clearly when writing your essay and support your position with examples.  Provide a conclusion to close your essay.  
DO NOT begin writing until your coach gives you the signal to begin and discontinue writing when your coach indicates that time, fifty (50) minutes, is up.  Select only one (1) essay prompt from below:

